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Presentation overview
• Relevance of urban forestry 
education
• SAF specialized accreditation 
of VA Tech urban forestry
• Value of accreditation to 
student recruitment and 
professional development
• Impact of accreditation on 
the urban forestry discipline
• Influence of accreditation on 
urban forestry practices
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Relevance of urban forestry education
http://www.census.gov/population/www/popclockus.html
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Relevance of urban forestry education
http://pewhispanic.org/files/reports/85.pdf
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Relevance of urban forestry education
Source: Globalis – UNEP (2005)
http://globalis.gvu.unu.edu
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Relevance of urban forestry education
3.1%
Source: Nowak, D.J. and J.T. Walton. 2005. 
J. of Forestry103: 383-389. 
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VTUF & SAF accreditation
• 1976 – developed urban 
forestry special study 
course
• 1979 – urban forestry 
course established
• 1999 – Urban Forestry 
option added to Forestry 
Major
• 2002 – Department hires 
its first full-time urban 
forestry faculty member
• 2004 – Second urban 
forestry course added to 
the curriculum
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VTUF & SAF accreditation
• 2005 – Educational Policy 
Review Committee charged 
by SAF Council to develop 
standards
• 2006 – Committee 
presented accreditation 
recommendations to SAF 
Council
• 2007 – SAF Council 
approved standards and 
incorporated them into the 
SAF Accreditation Handbook
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VTUF & SAF accreditation
1. Recognized as SAF 
accreditation candidate
2. Organize operations and 
modify curriculum to 
meet standards (5 yrs 
max.)
3. Submit formal 
application letter 
4. Commence accreditation 
review
– Comprehensive, written              
self-assessment
– On-site, external review
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Accreditation: where does it take us?
• Undergraduates
• Graduate 
students
• Disciplinary 
development
• Professional 
practice
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• Urban forestry 
accreditation 
recognizes unique 
challenges
• Who are urban forestry 
students?
• Where are they going?
Undergraduates - Accreditation?
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• Defines opportunities
• Tags programs
• Generational 
community
• Defining the discipline
Graduate Students - Accreditation?
U
R
B
A
N
FO
R
ES
TR
Y
A
T
V
IR
G
IN
IA
TE
C
H
U
R
B
A
N
FO
R
ES
TR
Y
A
T
V
IR
G
IN
IA
TE
C
H
• The urban 
environment—what’s 
so special about it?
• Research and 
practice
• Professional societies
• Where is urban 
forestry headed?
Accreditation and the UF discipline
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• Are we all urban 
foresters?
• How will accreditation 
relate to job 
qualifications?
• How should it relate to 
job qualifications?
• Integration vs. 
specialization
Influence on professional practice
